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CLUB AIDS TRIBUTE GROVE PURCHASE 


In Honor of all our members in the ser- 
vice, the Sierra Club has made a sub- 
stantial contribution to the National 
Tribute Grove. At the Director's meet- 
ing on May 5, it was voted to contribute 
the sum of one thousand dollars as our 
part in helning to acquire the 1400 acres 
necessary to round out this superb prim- 
eval redwood forest. It seems very fit- 
ting that the 700 or more members in the 
armed forces should be honored in this . 
permanent manner; and that in this way 
we and they will all have a pert in pre- 
serving for future generations this mag- 
nificent grove of ever-living redwoods, 
wnich better than anything can represent” 
the “Eternal Gratitude of a Nation 
Eternally Expressed." 


MANY ATTEND CTL COIMITTER OPEN MEETING 


A crowd that threatened to overflow the 
Club offiiage appeared well before the 
scheduled time for the open meeting of 
the Clair Tappaan Lodge Committee. The 
interest shown by their early arrival 
lasted throughout the lively meeting, .:” 
and there were many helpful suggestions 
made by both senior and junior members, 
Discussion, though widely varied, cen- 
tered mostly on problems of leadership 
and Lodge housekeeping. The consensus 
of the meeting was that junior members 


could well take over a number of respon- - 


sibilities, so that the system need not 
suffer for the absence of former leaders, 
Other topics dealt with included fire 
prevention methods, educational and ent- 
ertainnent features, organization of 
tours and instruction, and wie year's 
work party projects. 

So successful was the meeting that it 
is hoped such a conference may be held 
annually--probahly about the middle of 
the season--and the suggestion was made 
that at least one junior member be ap- 
pointed to the Lodge Comnittée. 
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CLUB OFFICERS REELECTED BY DIRECTORS 


The annual organization meeting of the 
Directors of the Sierra Club, held last 
Saturda; in SanFrancisco, was featured 
by a smooth reelection of the incumbent 
officers, a demonstration of how great 
a need is to be filled by the new Con- 
servation Committee, end an agenda which 
prolonged the deliberations into late 
afternoon, 

The officers: . 

President,’ Duncan McDuffie 

Vice-President, E.s Stanley Jones 

Secretary, Villiam E. Colby 

Treasurer, Valter L. Huber 

Fifth Member of Executive Committee, 

Fraricis P, Farquhar 

On the conclusion of ‘the election,Harriet 
Parsons pointed out that the Board had 
suitably observed the forty-fifth anni- 
versary of Vill Colby's election to the 
office of Secretary. It was on May 5, 
1900, that he began the long service 


which has been continuous except for the 


two years he was President of the Club. 
Joseph LeConte was reelected Honorary 
President, and Frederick Law Olmsted, 
the noted landscape architect, was added 
to the list of Honorary Vice-Presidents. 


“Chapters Active in Conservation Work 


‘Reports of progress in the several chap- 


ters indicated a very wholesome variety 
of activities being carried on by each. 
Most interesting, though, was the fact 
that nearly every report emphasized some 
phase of conservation activity. High 
points included: 

Mother Lode ( Jeannette Craig, represent- 
ative): investigation of and education 
concerning problems of extension of the 
Calaveras State Park, including contrib- 
utions toward a survey of the South 
Grove of Big Trees by Frederick Law 
Olmsted. 


Riverside: a write-your-Senator campaign 


_ whereby each California legislator has 


received at least one letter written by 
a member of the Chapter, (Cont. Page 2) 
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IT SEEMS TO US-- 


1500 To our heartfelt thanksgiving on 
V-E Day we can add a deep gratification 
‘in the splendid work of the Tenth Mount- 
ain Division and in the recognition ac- 
corded its accomplishments, With so 
many of our own friends in that group-- 
probably the greatest concentration of 
Sierra Club members to be found. in any 
branch of the armed services--we cannot 
help feeling a particular interest and 
“pride in the achievements of the Tenth. | 
Letters from our. fighting mountaineers 
have revealed the philosophy, compas- 
sion, and courage of their writers with 
far greater clarity than they have indi-- 
ct.ted the dangers which the men had 
faced. (The grievous casualty reports 
-tell the latter story.) From the men 
themselves we may get little of the ov- 
erall picture. But in the praise and 
commendations from the generals who have 
seen the results we may gain a better -: 
idea of the part played in the Italian 
- offensive by our mountain troops. | 
Heartwarming, then, are the words of 
Maje-Gen. George P, Hays-in a commenda- 
tion dated 25 February: He reviews the 
accomplishments of the 10th Division, 
speaks of its "magnificent dash and de- 
termination," "salutes (their) courage, 
fighting spirit, and ErAeedaseras: work- . 
manship," 
A later (10 March) Aida GE thin a i 
dressed to all officers and troops of 


by the San Fran- -" 
- +eitinerary oven to sugsestion. 


“pression of appreciation. 


. Farquhar's motion for ' 
_ greetings to former Directors now in the 


t - THE CLEARIPG HOUSE - 
Mountaineer (s ) wanted for June vacation 
Have 
a Montgomery, THornwall 4028. 

pe ke Fae 
WiRod wes get away to the mountains on 
a camping and hiking triv during July. 
Does someone want 4 companion on such a 
trip? (I do not have a car.) 
Amy Deeter, 2440 Market St. Phone: 
UN 9774 (evenings); EX 7030 (business) 
Directors! Meeting (Cont. from P. 1) 
protesting the San Jacinto Tramray 
proposal. 
Southern California (Jin Vickrey, chair- 
-man): vigorous activity in opposition to 
the San Jacinto threat, including edu- 
cational campaigns carried on through 
both Mugelnoos and the Friday dinner meet- 
ings, and extensive letter-writing. 

New Committee Has Plenty of ‘York 
A great number of matters brought to the 
attention of the Board dealt with con- 
servation problems, and were turned over 
to the newly formed Conservation Com- 
mittee for further consideration before 
the Board should act upo: then. 

Action was taken, however, on two im- 
portant matters. The Directors voted con- 
tribution of $1000 toward the National 
Tribute Grove, and to appropriate a sum 
of money sufficient to purchase (for pre- 

sentetion to the National Park Service) 
of the one remaining tract of privately 
held- land in ig ii adjacent to 
Sequoia National Park 

Southern Chanter anion tes told of 


coach. 


the outstanding work done by Mrs. Eliz- 


abeth Cook--whose prodigious letter- 
writing feats keep scores of Sierrans 
now overseas in touch with Club activi- 
ties at home--and suggested the gift 
of a-.life membership in the Club in ex- 
The Directors 
voted favorably on the suggestion. 

At the close of the meeting the Beard 
enthusiastically. C guetertal hampers 
‘a Resolution of 


armed forces, and wishing them speedy 
return." 


the Tenth tiountain Division quotes the 
messages received from Field Marshal 
Alexander, Generals licNarney, Clark, 


' Truseott, and Crittenberger, all in the 
“seme vein of praise and admiration which 


even military language cannot conceal, 
Compared to the messages from this 
glittering array of high officers, our 
own congratulations may seem insignif- 
icant, yet we offer them--gratefully, - 
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BLAKE'S BLAGUE 
Jack Arnold Receives Promotion 


While we are still awaiting word of the 
liberation of Jack Arnold, RCAF, from 
three years' confinement in German prison 
camps, we are glad to have some good news 
of him. Jack's mother has been informed 
by the Canadian Government of his promo- 
tion, a year ago, to the rank of Warrant 
Officer lst Class. That is a very fine 
‘promotion in any man's arity. Also it: # 
goes to prove that you cannot keep a good 
rock climber down even if he is in dur- 
ance vile. (behind barbed wire). 


A Record to End All Mountain. Records 


Not that we are trying to encourage this 
sort of thing--but Mount Whitney from 
Giant Forest and back again via shanks 
mare within three deys is a feat that 
certainly rates more than casual mentiont 
Anton Nelson sent us the information 
some time ago, well documented with post- 
card certificates, one from Judge M. E. 
Griffith (U. S. Commissioner at Sequoia 
“National Park), another from three people 
who give the date and time of meeting 
Nelson on the top of Mount Whitney. 
Nelson's story says, "Eating supper at 
Crescent Meadow, I decided to sleep there 
and start’early, as I had worked at carp- 
entry all day. Under way again at 3 a.me; 
ate breakfast at Bearpaw Meadow. I car- 
ried a 30-1lb. pack and wore tennis shoes. 
At 11:30 aem. I lunched in Nine Lake Ba- 
sin. I crossed over the Kaweah Ridge 
into the Kern-Kaweah Valley, then down 
to the Kern, and made camp up Wallace 
Creek, having made about 40 miles in 16 
“hours. At dawn next day I started on the 
last 14 miles to the top of Whitney, ar- 
riving at 11:34 a.m., about 32:3; hours 
out of Crescent Meadow. I left the top 
at 12:30 p.m., covering 25 miles and 
making camp as a guest of Dr. Tresidder 
end W. P. Fuller and party--and being 
trested royally. Starting at 6:50 next 
morning, I made the 30 miles back over 
the Great Western Divide, reaching Cres- 
cent Meadow at 2:52 and Giant Forest at 


3 pem. My shoes were demolished and my 
left foot quite sore. Whitney was 26; 


hours behind me. The total elapsed time 
: from Crescent Meadow of 59 h. 52 min. I 
feel is too long for the properly pre- 
pered hiker." (Gulp!--Ed.) 
Nelson's ‘story ends with some interest- 
ing comment on the best route from Nine 
~ Lake Basin into the Kern-Kaweah Basin, 


- List made April 30, 1945-- 
Date of election May 30, 
‘Burdette Brown 


. Berkeley 

Ella Collier 
Berkeley 

T. C. Dauphine 
Berkeley 


: ..Philip B. Dettmer 


Po re 


Oakliemd 

Aileen Dresser 
San Francisco 

Victor E, Haun 
San Francisco 

Jack Heyneman 
Berkeley 

Melvern C, Hoff 

_ Berkeley 

Jean R, Hoff 
Berkeley’ 

Charlotte Leschke 
Berkeley 

H. H. Leschke 
Berkeley 

George Maenchen 
Berkeley 

Bert Pederson 
San Francisco 

Joan Phillips 
Lafayette 

Herbert S. Riley 
Berkeley 

Fred Sandrock 
San Francisco 

Virginia Southworth 
Berkeley 

Dorothy H. Thompson 
San Francisco 


Jean Kathrine Stewart 


Berkeley 
Fred Stitt 

Berkeley 
James D. Warren 

San Francisco 
Robert: Weil 

San Francisco 
Peter Weiss 

San Francisco 
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Joanne Taylor 
Wilfred H, Ward 
Lucy E, French 


Cicely Christy, 


W. Kenneth Davis 


- Richard H. Felter 


Haven Jorgensen 
James K. Andersen 
Margaret E. Arras 
Emmy Reichart 
Oscar A, Cook 


' Betty Louiso Adamson 


Peter Irving 
Dick Ready 

Fred Rust 

Paul H, Williams 


_ Fred Rust 


Paul H, Williams 
Jules M, Eichorn 
Hans Leschke 

Jules M, Eichorn 
Hans Leschke 
Hazel E. Roberts 
Peter Irving 

F. Y. Ahim 

James K, Anderson 
Margaret Nicholson 
Millicent Hamburger 
John W. Hart 

A. Louis Elliott 
Ted Buttner 

Bill Beck 

Hervey H. Voge 

H. R. Luck 


Nemeira Warhurst 


Harvey Dowling 
Patricia D. Grant 
Edward O. Donald 
Oliver H. Emerson 
Dorothy L. Pepper 
Jonathan RB. Warren 
Sigmund Eisner 
Peter Irving 

Pat Bedford 

Peter Irving 

Pat Bedford 


and suggests the Guide to the John Muir 


Trail be made more specific in this 


instance. 


Readers should be reminded that, al- 
though the Committee on Mountain Records 
is more or less inactive due to lack of 
workers during war time, any information 
or comment received on the Starr Guide 
will be welcomed and filed for future use. 
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TENTH DIVISION AN TELLS OF VALUB OF PREVIOUS MOUNTAIN EXPERIENCE 
By Sgt. Kenneth May 
After our first battle mission,-the l0th- Division was judged to have done very 
well. Some spectacular methods familiar to RCS members were used, but more ime 
pressive to:me was the ability of the mountain troopers to carry on a lightning 
attack uphill in the roughest. kind of terrain. ee 
Every Sierra Club member ‘can take pride in the success of the 10th Mountain 


Division and its 85th, 86th and 87th Régiments. 


It is not merely that many 


Sierra Club members are in the Division and others have had an important part in 
training and equipping it, but the whole experience of the Sierra Club and its 


work in developing a healthy interest in mountaineering, 


both winter and summer, 


were important factors in making possible the creation for the first time of 


American alpine troops, 
and rendering accessible" has indirectly. 
made a fundamental contribution to our 
National Defense, aia 
Wilderness Has Important Role 
At the same time, it should be clear 
that. the proper development. of mountain 
sports and the maintenance of wilder- 
ness areas have an important bearing 
on National Defense, Camping, hiking, 
climbing, skiing, woodcraft, etce are 
not only the finest recreation for a 
peace-loving people, but they are the 
best possible activities to prepare to 
defend our country. Incidentally, this 
ought to dispose of critics who think 
Skiing and mountaineering should be’ 
dropped in war time, Looking ahead, 
the proper development of these activ- 
ities in America would seem to be of 
importance to far more people than those 
happy few who fully appreciate the moune 
tains and are eager to preserve them ~ 
for the use of all likeminded people. 
This has a bearing on the threats to 
wilderness areas which are contained 
in some postwar schemes, In addition 
to all the other excellent arguments 
for conservation, we can say with con- 
fidence that the preservation of wild- 
erness areas, if combined with encour- 
aging and facilitating their use, is a 
necessary measure for national health and 
national defense, ‘“Vithout question 
more roads are going to be built and 
air transport developed. It seems to 
me that conservationists can make a - 
clear distinction between "improvements" 
which "render accessible" and those 
which destroy. By favoring the former, 
they will find it easier to defeat the 
latter, Specifically, rcads to wild= 
erness areas should be improved, and 
more built. Roads through or into 
Such areas should be opposed, It is 
not enough to oppose pcstwar plans for 
“improvang" the mountains. Conserva- 
tionists should have a positive progrem. 
of genuine improvement, For example, 


It seems to me that the Club in "e 


loring, enjoyin ; 
well equipped chalets for ski touring 
would increase the use and enjoyment of 
our mountains without destructive effects. 

Air trensportation is more ticklish, 

It is certainly desirable that planes be 
used for rescues and other emergericy pure 
poses. It would also be most convenient 
{and quite harmless, as far as I can 
see) to use them for dropping supplies. 
They would make less of a mark on the 
wilderness than do mules! With the 
development of parachute and pick-up 
methods, there may be a not too distant 
possibility of air travel to and from 
the mountains being independent of land- 
ing locations. It seems to me that any- 
thing which enables more people to really 
enjoy the mountains is good. The wilder 
ness areas will absorb many hundreds of 
times the people who now enjoy them 
without being spoiled--provided they 
don't have to absorb all the roads, 
autos, and cther “improvements.” A 
really big educational campaign is- needed 
to accompany the inevitable increased 
accessibility of the mountains, 

For the moment I'm out of action, 
Perhaps It1l even miss the final, blow to 
Hitler. However, in ten more weeks this 
officer's training course will be over 
and then I hope to be back with the 87th, 


YY f We certainly appreciate your 
fine contribution, Ken--even if we do 
find a statement or two to disagree 
with, --Rd. “ 
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RUST CONTROL PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 


The Forest Service is to be aided this 
summer in fire and blister rust control, 
_ by the recruiting of 500 High School boys 
16 years or older, and 40 men High School 


teachérs. Work is to be done in the 
national forests of California and the 
workers are to live in supervised camps, 


. and receive a minimum salary of $146 feo. 
Apply at any civil service or USFS office. 
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Army Captain Neil Ruge was somewhere in 
Germany in January when he found a book 
of unusual interest, which he has just 


_ presented to the Club. 


The volume shows the German squivalent 
of cur mountain and ski troops in action. 
It consists of 111 pages, principally 
photegraphs with captions in German. 

The album was published in Stuttgart in 
1941, when all was going well for Hitler 
and his ski.troops. It is just the thing 
to add to the library shelves on V=E Day. 
Wonder if the fellows out in the Pacific 
can get us the Japanese equivalent of 
this trophy for V-Day? 

Tom Howell has given the Club a copy. 
of the February 1945 issue of Fortune 
Magazine, the entire contents of which 
are devoted to the Pacific Coast. Among 
the many prize features of this number 
are Ansel Adams* photographs of Death 
Valley and cf Lone Pine Peak. 

Another recent addition to the Library 
is "Outlines of the History of Botany", 
by Harvey-Gibson, a gift of Juan August 
Vicenty. Tom Howell advises us that this 
is an excellent advanced study and a book 
which will be of great value to the 
Natural Science Section and.other club 
members. 


Apparently your Add-Libe-spondent 
jerked a few tears from Sierran friends 
when they read the lonely lament in the 
last issue of this yellow sheet. 

For Bill Horsfall, Mrs. Allemann and 
Tom Howell (yes, three of tem) were in 
to assist the following Tuesday night, 
However, things reverted to “normal” 
last Tuesday and the Library Committee 
played solitaire once again. 

If you want to cheer up this unhappy 
columnist, drop in at the clubrooms be- 
tween 7:15 and 9 pem. any Tuesday. 


National Parks Magazine for April-June 
as usual is crammed full of conservation 
news. Among other things the issue tells 
of flood control and power dams across 
the Potomac River. In a news release 
accompanying the magazine the National 
Parks Association announces that the Poto- 
mac Dams plan has been abandoned, after 
a hearing by the Army Engineers wherein 
the project was opposed by the Naticnal 
Cepitol Park end Planning Commission, 
American Planning and Civic Association. 
Nat'l] Parks Assn., Izaak Walton League of 
America, American Assn. of Railroads, 


teces on Fed. of Women's Clubs, and 
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LOMA PRIETAN PRATIN'S 


Wilme Lester's trip to Richmond Ranch-- 
the first overnight of the season on 
April 21-22--was even better than pro- 
mised. A grand spot to camp...a roar-= 
ing campfire to gather around...a full 
moon to lure some of the eight over- 
nighters to the top of the ridge to get 
tuned up for the next day's hike....what 
could be better? 

Nine more arrived the next morning in 
time for the lingering aroma of coffee 
and bacon (well--it might have been 

: : | 
something more obtainable.) to make them 
wish they'd come soener--but the hike 
was on. Over rolling Evergreen hills, 
the 17 stretched their legs to cover 
seven miles ef green carpet sprinkled 
liberally with a counted total of 33 
species of wildflowers, 

Sorry you didn't come? Well, you can 
make up for it on May 19-20 at the Bur- 
dettest overnight at Stevens Creek. 

See schedule for details. 


SAVE THIS DATE!: June 6, Wednesday night. 

The Educational Committee announces 
the showing of "Sky-Land Trails of the 
Kings" at San Jose State College, Room 
110, Science Building, 7:30 p.m. (San — 
Jose). If you haven't seen these koda- 
chrome movies of your high trip comrades 
along the John Muir and Kings River Can- 
yon trails, don't miss this opportunity. 
Open to the public, so come early to get 
a seat. 


LP. Scout reports... 

--that Walter Firth is now on duty in 
the Philippine Islands. 

--that Lt. Bob Zink participated in the 
invasion of Iwo Jima and writes "We 
landed on the Navy's date, the 19th, not 
the 17th or 18th when the Japs said they 
repulsed us. We carried assault troops 
and thus. a couple of hours after the 
invasion started we were ready to re- 
ceive casualties, which is our second 
major job. I hope I do not see too 
many of these activities--it is grim 
indeed to watch these husky men climb 
down into our boats, then two hours 
later begin to take back aboard those 
that are returned to us as casualties. 
Treatment is swift and sure, however, 
and losses are remarkably few. 

"At present we are at anchorage, rest- 
ing before receiving our next assignment 
and (speaking for myself) dreaming of 
the cool Sierra breezes that would be 

--DIK 
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MOUNTAIN DIVISION OFFICER DESCRIBES MONTE BELVEDERE ACTION 
By Milton Hildebrand 
(Most timely is the news, just received, that Milten has been awarded the Bronze 


Star for meritorious service in combat with the 10th Mountain Division. 


The cita- 


tion states, "His deeds have earned him the highest completion of his battalion's 


. mission." 
pack and with motorized transport, 


Milton worked at supplying troops and evacuating wounded, both by mule- 
It is reported that he was responsible for the 


operaticn of supply trains to the front line under fire, providing ammunition, food, 


and other supplies; that he took charge of 


the local security of his Command Post 


on several occasions, and assisted with other operations. - Ed.) 


On February 18 we took the Belvedere-Gorgolesco ridge. 
setting up a CP guard in the cold mfonlight, 
seeing the first wounded come down out of the night. 


position I saw the rubble and the dead 
and took the mules along booby-trapped 
trails under cover of darlmess to supply 
the men. There came a pause while we re- 
organized, then another push which put us 
in "the hottest spot on the Italian 
front". There I watched the fireworks in 
a little town while the mules worked 
during the night, and caught by shell fire 
the next day. That was the extent of the 
push and we dug in.to hold our gains, 

Some of the troops could not leave 
their foxholes at any time. They dug 
down and then back into the slope. Two 
men shared a hole. They cut trees to 


eliminate tree bursts and used the logs 
to complete their dugouts. 


Sand bags 
were placed over the logs, Shelling was 
almost constant and the area was under 
sniper fire. One man was hit in the hand 
while throwing a C ration to the next fox 
hole. ‘Wires had to be replaced several 
times a day and several wire men were hit. 
It was a real task to get the wounded out. 
A shell landed in the CP and killed a 
sergeant. 

The men returned more than they took, 
though. Improvised sighting devices at 
every foxhole helped record compass read- 
ings to enemy gun flashes, and down in a 
ravine our heavy mortars fired almost 
constantly, making a thunking noise. 

They sound like corks coming out of huge 
jugs. Our artillery fired at every target 
reported--and we had more ammunition than 
the enemy. Our artillery officers were 
tated after many hours of sleepless duty. 
One fresh officer just reached his obser- 
vation post when an enemy shell landed 
inside his foxhole; and during this period 
your papers were reporting that action on 
the Italian front had settled back to 
local patrolling! 

I spent most of my time at the CP, on a 
steep slope belew the rifle companies in 
a tiny village overlooking a valley. It 
is hard to say how many houses are in the 

village. Italian houses huddle together 


ro-against the doorways. 


listening for the Kraut burp guns, and 
When we consolidated that 
Ses — SAS EER es SNC SEE RSS RICE So 
and on a steep slope they are piled one 

en top of another. There are not more 
than a dozen separate buildings but the 
one in which I stayed was really a family 
ef stone dwellings with red tile roofs 

on many levels, The interiors are dark and — 
candles may be needed during the day. The 
rooms are black with soot, too, because 
open fireplaces give the natives warmth, 
light, and the heat for cooking. On the 
walls are tin pot lids, all hand made, 

and a wooden peg or two from which may 
hang a ladle or a trimming kmife or a 
patched coat. Ears of yellow corn hang 
from the ceiling where they have been 
tied to dry. There is a pile of musty 
smalling potatoes in one corner and a pile 
of brush in another--all wrapped up into 
bundles. Leaning against one wall.is a 
frame used in twisting home made varn. 
In a corner is a broom made of brush, 
scant furniture is crude but well made 
(by the owner, who is a cabinet maker). 
On a shelf is a sack of chestnut flour and 
some hard bread. Beside the fireplace is 
a pipe for blowing the fire and a cnarcoal 
pot. There are several low beds with 
sagging springs and straw-filled mattress- 
es. This is a typical peasant home. 

When we move in a lot of changes must be 
made, We sweep up and clear out enough 
junk to make room for radios and tele- 
phones and field desks. This tinte we 
sandbagged all windows and leaned planks 
The people then- 
selves had to get out. They go with good 
grace, but keeping them away is like 
keeping flies away from honey. Of course, 
they tried to come back the next day, 
and I had a difficult time keeping them 
out. I could not explain that we didn't 
want them to see the hand grenades under 
the window, the machine gun upstairs, 
the bazvoka by the steps, or the damage 
the German shells were inflicting. I let 
the woman get medicine for her sick baby 


The 


but could not tet her. stay, ants, pe 9) 


That is a date to remember: 
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MORE REPORTS SENT FROI] ITALIAN 
By Bill Ferguson 

The Riva Ridge aétion was part of that 
reported in Yank. “Te sneaked in and 
were sheltered in villages at the base 
of Riva thy day before the attack. ‘le 
hiked into the area of operations, from 
quite a distance, the nicht before the 
attack. Ve stumbled into the darkened 
buildings and flopped for the night. 
‘hen we awoke late the next morning we 
peered out the tiny windows and there 
wes the enemy-held ridge only about 2000 
yerds away. We could see every detail 
on the ridge and knew that the eneny 
could see everything that went on down 
where ‘we were, during the day. Netural- 
ly everyone stayed inside all day so 

the Jerries wouldn't get wise to our 
being there. 

As soon as it was dark on the 18th, 
the troops moved into position for the 
attacks. It was quite a sight to watch 
them, clad in whites from head to toe, 
assemble and file away into the fog like 
ghosts. At Hale I thought we carried 


FRONT 


a lot of stuff, but that night I think 
the men carried more than ever before-~- 
and I never before had seen so many 


machine guns and hand grenades. There 
were hand grenades dangling all over the 
men from every strap and belt loop. 

The first eyewitness account of the 
‘fighting up on the ridge came down with 
Walt Ough, one of our litter bearers. 

He stomped into the aid station with a 
beautiful busted nose and crusted blood 
all over his face. He was helping to 
bring down a wounded Jerry when he 
stepped on a patch of ice and catapulted 
head over heels down the steep icy slope 
to collide nose first with the only tree 
within 200 yards. 

The litter team finally arrived after 
a 5i-hour haul, with the wounded Jerry. 
He talked freely, as did the uninjured 
prisoners, and it was learned thet a 
unit of the German SS Troops (the 
"Blite Guard") had deemed Riva Ridge 
unscalable. 

After the ridge was secure, we left 
and joined in the fighting on the 
ridge of Belvedere, as you've seen in 
the papers. It has been rough at times, 
but we've been master of the situation 
all the time and given the Krauts a 
good beating. Several times I've had 
a chance to work on wounded fellows 
whom I kmow and it certainly has made 
me feel good to see how much relief 
they get from ome thet Sere see 
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YODELEARS HEAR 


~-of the marriage of Betty Grubb to 
Lte-Cmdr, A. M. D. ("Michacl™) Campen 
of the Royal British Navy, in San Frans: 
cisco on April 25. 


-eand of Jeannette Nathan's marriage on 


April 22 to Donald A, Trumley. 


~=from Bessie Lawrence, wio had just had 
a busy 48-hour pass in Paris~-sightseeing, 
shopping, grand opera, fashion show and 
Folies Bergere. lio, she didn't mention 
stopping to sleep} 

--that the UNCIO could not possibly get 


along without the Sierra Club. For in- 
stance: Bill Losh is making it nice for 
the radio and press people, who were or- 
phans until he took hold; Alberta Gor- 
ould is working for the Bress Relations 
Division of the State Department; in the 
Veterans! Building she often encounters 
Vivian Schagen, who runs the teletype-- 
and orrandse-for Reuter's (British press 
agency), sending speeches and news to 
London every dey and all day md even ev~ 
ening. There must be others--whotll let 
us. know? 


--from Ted Simon, who writes from Eng- 


land to the effect that although knowirg 
about it will likely make overseas Sier- 
rans homesick and jealous, Sierrans at 

home should go on enjoying mountain rec- 
reation as much as possible; itts part 


of the picture the men overseas keep in 
their minds and hearts} iam ashe 


they get the best treatment it's pos- 
sible for us to give. I remember one 
of my friends who was in shock as badly 
as any we had but we got him just a few 
minutes after he was hit, and what with 
telling him how lucky he was that he 
wasn't more seriously injured, joking 
with him, givinre him plasma, penicillin, 
etc., he turned from green and sweaty 
to pink and normal in no time. 


Nearly all the others on whom we work 
henve: a big sigh and say “jees, I'm 
glad to see you medics," as. if they get 
ouite a psychological lift when they're 
brought into the aid station from the 
battlefield. 

At the time of our attack it didn't 
seem very spectacular because we have 
done comparable things at Hale before, 
but upon reflection and comparison 
with the success the flat landers had 
on three previous attempts at the same 
place, it was a rather spectacular job, 
(and very ale Rey hipias for the ego of 
the eee 
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"Pull Many a Gem.." 

The beauteous stones of the William 
Pitts collection were on dress parade 
when the NSS visited the Academy of 
Sciences on Friday, Apr. 20. After Mr. 
Pitts showed us his fieriest opals and 
choicest turquoise, he projected onto a’ 
screen numerous colorful translucencies, 
and later in his workshop explained how 
the stones were cut and polished. For 
the NSS it was a notable departure into 
a new branch of the geological sciences, 
and our thanks go to Mr, Pitts and the 
Academy for making it possible. 


"Full Many a Flower." 

We were quite ready to. “follow Mr. Pitts 
and become “rock hounds", when Tom Howell 
pushed us firmly back into the old botan- 
ical rut on his trip to Stanford. It 
was a superlative outing with several 
attractions, any one of which would have 
made the trip a success, The broad weod- 
ed campus put on its best springtime garb 
and the famous Santa Lucia Fir displayed 
both pollen and seed cones. Noontime 
found us in the garden of Sierran Isabel 


McCracken who generously augmented our 


box lunches with fruit and coffee. Many 
of us would fain have lingered to explore 
Dr. McCracken's fine natural history 
library ;--maybe we can another time. 

The afternoon was spent at the Car- 
negie Laboratory where Drs. Clausen, 
Keck and Hiesey explained how and why 
they investigate tarweeds, yarrows, and 
bluegrasses. Tea (with home-made Danish 
cookies!) served under a spreading Doug- 
las (Blue) Oak refreshed us; and after 
that Dr. Clausen showed us the interior 
of the "honeymoon cottages" where he 
hopes to hybridize bluegrasses. "Is you 
is or is you ain't?" murmurs the pollen 
plant, and Dr, Clausen hopes Lady Poa 
will answer "I is.” It was a grand 
afternoon and we felt especially grate- 
ful to cur gracious hosts who devoted 
their Sunday to us. As we strode sta-~ 
tionward we were not only full of tea, 
saturated with learning, and grateful to 
Carnegie; but we too were completely 
intrigued as to what will actually come 
out of those honeymoon cottagest --JTH 


“Happy Birthday to Us"! 
When the members of the NSS assembled 
at Marshall and Violet Jencks! hospitable 
home in Oakland on Saturday, May 5, for 


a buffet supper, the cynosure of all 
eyes at the attractively arranged ser- 
vice table was the huge cake, all 
frosted and decorated with the greeting 
"Happy Birthday to Us,"--for we were 
celebrating our sixth birthday. 

Delicious aromas of savory food filled 
the air, and presently a great hush fell 
upon the assemblage as all were seated 
and the. food commenced to cisappear. 

It must indeed have been a delisht to 
those who helped plan and prepare the 
meal, to hear the exclamations of plea- 
sure and appreval from everyone. Cake~ 
and-ice-cream time was followed by an 
evening of sociability, the pleasure 

of which was greetly enhanced by Violet 
Jencks' vocal selections. 

With the latest war news, our thoughts 
were more than ever turned to the absent 
members who are in the armed services. 
Our greetings go out to them, carrying 
the sincere hope that they will all be 
helping to celebrate our 7th Birthday 
when it rolls around. 

As train time approached, we reluc- 
tantly bid our genial host and hostess 
adieu; and another milestone in NSS 
annals became just a happy memory. 


NSS CALENDAR 
May 15, Sunday: Joint trip to Ross 
with Audubon Assn. Leave 7th St. Grey- 
hound depot on 8:40 bus. Buy R.?.ticket 
to Fairfax; fare 70g. Bring food for 
a fresco supper at Deer Park. 

18, Friday: Evening meeting at 
Scie pem- in Room 360, Mills Tower. 
et and Maxine Chenoweth will present 

an extensive, educational, and enter- 
taining program, “Marine Life." Be sure 
to attend this interesting meeting, 
especially if you are going on the Sun- 
day trip to Moss Beach. Visitors wel- 
COMG 

May 20, Sunday: Trip to Moss Beach. 
Here's the chance to see at first hand 
the marine life we learned about at the 
Friday meeting. Buy R.T. ticket to 
Moss Beach; fare 99¢. Leave 7th St. 
depot on 8:30 bus. Paul and Maxine 
Chenoweth, leaders. Phone WA 6923. 


Sue and Ned Allen 
Jean and Harry Hartman WE 
Mira Scanarone 
SAL) Last ING 

SUNDAY), \ iM 20 = 


s 


2 PH. 
Hildebrand (Cont..from P. 6) 


The lamp she would 
at nicht could cost a 


tears or no tears. 
burn in her, room 
life. 

I slept on the floor under a table 
two floers dewn. I had a quilt for a 
mattress and sleeping in wy clothes I 
was quite comfortable. The Germans were 
not using delayed fuses so I was fairly 
safe. The table kent the plaster out of 
vay eyes when shells landed close. The 
house is full of rots and they run all 
night in hob-nailed boots, but I didntt 
mind that. The men fried potatoes and 
eges to break the monotony of C rations. 
They fried chickens too, till I pvt a 
stop to that. I figured the netives 
needed the chickens more than we did. 

Down the hill a short distance is the 
bern in which are two fine white oxen 
with spreading horns. GI's sleep in the 
adjoining stalls. ‘fe used the ox trough 
as our water point but were careful to 
approach it from behind the hedge, ‘e 
had to stay on one side of all buildings 
and use only certain trails because. thee 
Germans fired mortars at us when’ we 
allowed ourselves to be seen. 

The Germans shelled us at 6 p.m.,l aem. 
6 asms end any other time they cared to. 
As long as they used mortars it wasn't 
bad, but when they found us with heavy’ 
artillery we “sweated it out," as GI 
linco has it. They fired 150mm shells 
which we called the "Kesselrine Exnress." 
They came in with e rush thet. sounded 
like a box car fallins end over end and 
made a crater big enougn for three 
people to hide in. One buried a man 
alive under four feet. of rocks. Another 
hit a barn and devastated the loft with- 
out hurting the men below. The beam 
which fell missed one by inches. 
The roof just disappeared. Another 
hit a shed under which an automobile 
had been con ed from us (and the 
Germans) by a pile of hay. The car was 
ripped apart. The supply serceent 
closed his door to keen frarcments out 
of his room and the door was blown in. 
Several fragments cane thru the CP door. 
One shell ae screaming down and ah a 
o trian; le o f earth bettveen 
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PERS URGED TO SAVE 


Since mountain foods ee 
the usual number of ration points, 
sighted Frances Bramhall surgests hat 
those contemplating trips to the Sierra 
anticipate their needs by setting aside 
at least two weeks! ¢ points for each 

week on the trail. All points about 

to become void could be used in the ac- 
quisition of a stock of necessary 
canned foods. 

Frances also offers to act as a clear- 
ing house for those going on Oliver 
Kehrlein's informal Base Camp to Young 
Lake. _So anyone having points to snare, 
or about to become void, (especially 
members of the Base Cam? group), can 
send them to Miss Frances Bramhall, 


more than 
far- 


1126 Taylor St., S.F., so that she can 
stert piling up cans in her basement...0oK 


Le aA be Sarena Merce pal 
POHLMAN SUBSTITUTES FOR SUDSTITUTE 

he group of twenty-one cheerful hikers 
who alighted from the bus in Kentfield 
on the last Sunday in Avril looked 

about in vain for their scheduled leader, 
idgar Cerf. Edgar was on a business 
trip to Los Angeles. Fred Vilke, who 
was to have pinch-hit for him, had been 
passed uy by the bus on Van Ness Avenue. 
So Carl Pohlman stepped briskly into 
the breach, and just about as briskly un 
the Hoo-Koo-E-Koo Trail for Vest Point. 

An interesting visitor was Florence 
Nichol, of the Patomac Appalachian 
Trails Club, who is in SanFrencisco 
with the State Devartment for the World 
Conference. She kept up a lively con- 
versation, and our eyes popped when she 
told us that she had worked nearly all 
night, getting only two hours! sleep be- 
fore coming out. 

Near Blythedale Ridge we met Fred Wilke, 
who had caught up via Corte Meders. At 
Fern Canyon the combination of noontime, 
the lure of the shade, and the cascading 
waterfatis was too much for us, and we 
paused for lunch. Refreshed, 
struggled on to Vest Point, and found 
some of our best hikers--Larry Enos, 
Albert Glenn, and Carl Benson--sitting 
in the shade and driniine lemonade. They 
had come up from lil] Valley, and unabash- 
edly admitted that the Hoo-Koo-E-Koo 
Trail would have been too hot and long 
for them on such a day! MH 


@ pile of ammunition, and a row of gas 
cans. I was about 75 feet away and- saw 
But it was-a dud. I'm glad 
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TCC ELECTS CY \JASHBURI PRESIDENT 
The meeting of the Tamalpais Conservation 
Club at Bootjack Camp on May 6 turned out 
to be a memorable event, 

The hikers were well taken care of, 
Carl Benson and Cy Washburn met the group 
at the Mill Valley ts station, and at 
Bootjack Camp coffee was provided as us- 
ual by Dad Plevin (how does he do spies 
and Joe Staudinger-— 
we are glad he has re- 
covered sufficiently 
from his accident-- 
was at his customary | /~ 
place, serving coffee NX 
with a genuine smile, | | : 

Many small groups pa 
basked in the sun as 
they ate their lunch. 
When there had been 
ample time for greet- 
ing old friends and 
new, President Lydia 
Rahnn called the 
meeting to order. 

Interesting and 
constructive reports 
were given, telling 
of work accomplished 
and of plans for the 
future. <A special 
and earnest appeak was 
made by past President 
Alan Critcher for 
blood donors. Memb- 
ers were urged to con- 
sider it individually 
--none of us would 
want to leave one of 
our boys on a foreign 
battlefield because 
we had not done our 
partt 

Then came a proud SO 
moment for the Sierra 
Club members: Cy 
Washburn, our own Chapter Chairman, was 
elected President of the TCC for the com- 
ing year. Our congratulations, Cy} We 
all stand behind you. =-15 


: 
ie DONTT 


Folk Dancing--All 


r \ e 
Ge 


SPRING ROUND-UP PARTY$ he ‘, ies 
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CODORNICES PARK, BERKELEY, MAY 19 
Outdoor @/ar Indoor Entertainment 
FOOD=-GOOD FOOD! 
{supper outdoors if weather cooperates 
FRIENDS---GOOD FRIENDS§ 
Kinds of Dancing} 


GAHES--GOOD GAIMS--lEW AND OLD! 
(and no cards) 
PICTURES--KODACHROME SLIDES OF THE 
1941 HIGH TRIP (REMEIBER?) 


HAVE YOU YOUR TICKETS? GET tEM NOW! 
(Deadline May 14) 


Che 
aw Bring: Red Point 
95% Cup’ *nt Spoon G 


Smiles 
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DISTINGUISHED “VISITOR ENJOYS MARIN HIKE 


When Field Marshal Smuts was taken sight- 
seeing on his first Sunday here he was 
delighted and impressed by the beauties 
of Muir Woods end the slopes of Mount 
Tamalpais. Incidentally he was pleased 
because he found a mesembry-anthemum 
which grows in South Africa, and that 
made him feel very much at home. He 
ana enaneme—y Liked it all so much 
that. the next Sunday 
he took his whole 
staff over there, and 
romped them up and 
down the hills until 
they were completely 
wilted (it was that 
hot day! )--but it did 
not daunt the Mershal. 
We suspected he must 
have had some mountain 
experience, and our 
suspicious were well- 
founded, as our opera- 
tives discovered from 
our historian FPF that 
Smuts is an honorary 


At 


Alpine Society. ° 
MOUNTAIN TROOPS 
sant ON LEVEL 
Dick “eber wrote from | 
ttaly:apre25: “Right 
now, I am north of the 
Po River, and frankly 
more than a little 
surprised at the fact. 
-As far as I am cone 
cerned it has been just 
one long hike....1it 
is really funny to see 
our outfit oming down 
the road; they are 
riding in everything 
imaginable--captured 
trucks, cars, motorcycles, bicycles. The 
Krauts had to leave all their motor trans- 
port for lack of gas. So our boys pour 
in some gas and take off! 


member of the American 
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